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FORT SCHUYLER 2 - -
Throggs Neck, Bronx Rorough, New York.

Qwner: U. S. Government (Custedy of U. S. Merchant Marine)
Date of Erection: 1833-1856
Builder: U. S. Government

Fresent Condition: The fort has long been abandoned as a strategic
voint in the coast defenses, but has been used at
various times as headquarters for different detach-
ments or encanpments.

In the svring of 1834 the War Department entirely
abandoned the Reservation on Throgg's Neck and the
gity of New York took over the western part of the
land to develop as a park site while the U. 3. Merchant
Marine started alterations to the fort on the end of
the venninsula as a Merchant llarine Naval Academy.

. Number of Stories: Two

Kiaterials of Construction: Exterior masonry; rusticated coursed
granite ashlar. Earth rammarts. Magazine walils,
concrete. Youndations granite. [agazines and rampart
vaults, brick. Floors: flagstone and wood plank.
Cast iron belecony. Circular stairs: dressed granite
lined with brick.

Other Bxisting Records: Drawings: U. 3. Government Lap "Q.M.G.O.3
May 1912, revised July 11, 1830.
#ritten Records: Lossing, "Pictorial Field-
Book of the Revecliution”, p. 613%. "Defence Heports
Committee, New York". Knapp, "Defence of New York".
"Coast artillery Journal® (Vol. 68, np. 427-447],
U. 3. Appropriations Committee {of the House), "Hear-
ings before subcommittee in charge of the fortification
approvriation bill 1906,8,9,13, and 14". Stockton,
"Speech on Harbor defences", May 11, 1852, in U. S.
Senate, U. S. Enginser Bureau, "Hevised report of the
Board of Hngineers on the defence of the Sea board"”,
March 24, 1826, U. 3. National Coast Defence 3oard,
"Representative of the Board (Wm., H. Taf:, Pres.)".
U. Z. Dilitery Affairs Committee, "Report on nermenent
fortifications and sea-coast defences, Anril 23, 13627,
L U. 3. llouse of Hepresentatives, "Hearings on fortifica-
o tions bill, 1916, etc,". Norton, "Letter on Fortifica-
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tion, %ash, 1858". Tammond, "fuaint and Historie 3.

forts in Horth America”. U. S. "Report on fortifi-
eation of poerts and harbors, June 10, 1797+, U. S,
War Department, "Heport from the Department of War
cn Harbor Fortifications, 1796", U. 5. Commlttee

on the 3tate of the Fortifications of HHarbors,
"Revort Lay 9, 179%96". U. S. War Departrent, "Report
from Secretary of War, 1840", Ferris,”3peech on
Fortifications bill, July 17, 1841. U. 3. ¥ar
Department - Boarc on Fortificaticns "RHepoert of the
board on fortificstions or other cefences, 1880".

U, 3. Engineer Bureau, "Sea Coast Defences 1880-
1888", U. 8, Comst Artillery Office, "Annual Heports,
1901/2 to 1906/7". Totten, "Report on the subject

of Nationsl Defence", Steveuns, "Letter on harbor
defence, in 1841, to Ccl. Totten”. Himmo, "Sea-coazsgt
defences of New York Cisy"., Griffin, "Cur sea-coast
defences™, %Goodrich, "Some peints in Coast Defence”.,
Colvin, "Coast Defence". Schulz, "Land defence of
sea-cozst fortifications”. U. 5. Fortifications,
Board on - "Repori".
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FORT SCHUYLER | W 7
Throggs Neck, Bronx Borough, New York 3-‘ =

Toecation and Date.

Fort 3chuyler is located on the extreme eastern point of
the Government Reservation on Throgg's Neck, in the Borough of
the Bronx in New York City, and 5% miles Trom Westchester Sguare
by Tremont Avenue and Fort Schuyler Road.

It is almost directly north aeross the mouth of Long
Island Scund and the East River from Fort Totten which is situated
on the north shere of Long Island. Thus located, these forts
would conirol an apnroach to Mew Yorkx City and Harber via Long
Island Scund.

The land on which the Reservation is laid ocut was acquired
by purchase July 26, 1826. Provision was mrde for ceding juris-
diction to the United States Sovernuent by an act of the N.Y.
State legislature passed March 31, 181b.

Originally the land on whiech the Reservation is laid out
was ssnarated from the main land by a swamn which was later filled
in anda read constructed across this made land.

YWork was begun on the Yort in 1833 and in & repori on the
military and Naval dztenses of the U. 3. in 1840 we find reference
to the work being in progress at that time after an expenditure of
450,000 with an additional $290,000 required for completion., The
fort was considered ready for oce¢unancy in 1856.

Architectural Features,

The fort is of masonry construction, approximsting the
form of early French bastioned forts, enclosing & quandrangle or
yard, with an entrance court and forecourt on the land side. All
the exterior masonry is rusticated coursed granite ashlar.

The exterior walls vary from 5 to 6 feet in thickness of
spprarently sciid masonry, which on the inside are dressed, and are
punctuated at regular intervals by two tiers of gun ports.

There are three bastions projecting at the eastern corners
of the fort tewardé Long Island Sound and so laid out that the entire
exterior face of the fortification is covered by gun ports in
adjacent or opposite walls.

{n top of the fortifications are earth ramparts comprising
the terreplein, varapet and exterior slopes and all this earth work
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is covered with turf. At the present time it is diificult to 3 - Brisert
determine what the levels of these ramparts were in many places,
owing to their destruction throughout the years. 3.

"At certain intervals along these ramparts are located
magazines with one or two entrances which wind into a vaulted
chamber in such a way that no shot can be fired directly into the
chamber, These ¢hambers are of c¢onereie construction and were
evidently used for ammunitiocn storage for the guns which are mounted
along the ramparts.

All these magazines and ramparts are suprorted on brick
vaults which spring from granite piers regulariy spaced. Underneath
the ramparts are two tiers of gun emplacements - the first tier with
a flagged floor and the second a three inch plank floor on 6 by 12
inch beams supported on masoary arches and wood trusses. Along the
ingide of the second tier was a c¢ast-iron balcony or walk with a
flag floor which i1s now destroyed, along with most of the second
tier beams and flooring. ‘These were reached by three circular
masonry stalrs towers located at each bastion angle, The tower at
the southeast bastion continues up to the terreplein.

These stairs are of particularly excellent masonry construct-
icn of dressed coursed granite ashlar end lined with brick with each
tread a solid piece of pranite fivted into the wall and resting on
the one below it with an iron rod extending through the ¢ore in the
center,

The garrison is constructed entirely c¢f dressed coursed
granite ashlaer with the excevtion of the face of the exterior wall
on the forecourt which is rusticated.

The garrison was divided into rooms of varying sizes with
two tiers to each room and fireplaces in 211 rooms. The flooring
and beams are completely dsstroyed, .in some places indications of
plaster on walls and ceilings is evident.

Over these rooms are the bricx vaults supnortins the earth
ramparts above, similar to the adjacent fortifications.

In the exterior wall of the garriscn, T=scing the forecourt,
are gun poris and Tifle ports, while in the wall faclug the quadrangle
are openings Tor doors and windows which have bsen completely removed
with no frames apparent.

A flagged balcony extends alonz the quadrangle side of the
garrison at the second tier level, connected by stairs to the ground
and the ramparts above, asgs well asg the btalcony alonz the second tier
of the fortifications.

A sallyport, shut off at esach end with heavy iron-studded

wood doors passes tnru the approximate center of the garrison and
connects the guadrangle with the forecourt.
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The forecourt is accessable on the north and south thru 3~5ﬁ$%fﬁﬂi_
entrance gates which evidently were closed by two seis of doubls » :-:'QQ
doers in eamch gate, althe these doors are at present removed. ' 3"_ﬁ_;

Access vetween the forecourt and entrance court was thru
a fortified sallyport cover which are earth ramparts, surmounted
by magazines, extending along the west side of the foreccurt, on
which are several gun emplacements. This sallyport has a guard
rocm extending its entire length on each side with rifle ports
opening into the sallyport. Doors of iron-studded heavy wood
cloge esasch end of the sallyport.

Under the ramparts at the =zouthwest side ol the forecourt
ig the old boiler room, in which are still two old wéod burning
boilers. Also under these ramparts sre the prison and the dungeon,
while on the ramparts over the prison stands & lisht-house which
is said to be the *third of a similar iype to be erected here,

Historical Data.

Fort 3chuylsr evidently wgs never utilized to any important
extent and in consequence lLhere is little available history concern-
ing it.

. {(*rom Description in 1897)
sort Schuyler

"Throp's Me€ck is the peninsula reac:ing eastward at the
place where Long Island Sound contricts into «ast niver. LIt is
{in 1897) the easteMmost point of the city of iew York. 4 narrow
caugseway finally leads across a stretch of marsh, and Fort Schuyler
is at nand. e TFortirications are only grassy mounds, with old
smooth-bare guns forming plcturesque forezround adjuncts to the
sweatl sea-victures north and south. The officers’® houses, the
residences for two artillery companies, are in the intericr, facing
landward and sheltered from the winter rales by the ramparts,

"On this »romontory of hrog's Heck, called by the Indians
YCuimshung', a settlerent w:s established as early as 1642, by
John Throgwarton, a Baptist, and thirty-five families, who had been
driven from Lassachusetts with Koger Williams, the vatriarch of
Rhode Island and the Providence plantations......". {Rand, McHNally
& Co.'s Handy Guide to the Country Around New York, 1897, pp.26-37,
In New York Fublie Library)

However, reference 1s made to it in the Revort o the FPresie
dent by the Zecretary of War on the Military and Neval Defenses of
the U, &, Coast Defensez in the year 1240, wherein we read it wag
designed to garrison 1830 men and to heve armaments as follows:
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4843 pounders 19-8" Howitzers heavy 3 éylwf)
4B.385 n G-8" " light 2~
70-24 " 2~-13" mortars

B-18 " 7-10" " heavy

12-12 " 3-10" " light

B- field pieces . 5-8" i ¢

70~ carronades 2-16" stone mortars

12 cohorns

or a total of 318 pieces of armament,

~ None of these are in place at present and it 1s lmpossible
to determine how many were actuaslly set up, although it is said
that at one time it was completely armed.

Prom notes cn a U. S, Government map of the reservation
designated as "Q.M.G.0." May 1912, revised to July 11, 1930 we
find the following comments, quoted in part:

"Pogt first cccupied Jan, 17, 1861".
"Garrison withdrawn Cet. 12, 18707,
"Re-~garriscned June B85, 1877",

also:

"On Hoverber 17, 1916 the Secretary of War granted to the
American RBed Cross the use of the reservation and guard house
and several store-houses, since demolished, for sterage purpcses.”

In further research the following reporis were discovered:

*Jar Department - Surgeon General'ts 0ffice - Washington,
December 95, 1870, Circular #4."

"A Report on Barracks and Heogpitels with & Description of
¥iiitary Posts."

Pages 41-42 inclusive =-"Fort Schuyler, . Y. Barbor. Report
of Assistant Surgeon C. B. ¥White, TU.3.4".

"Fort Schuyler is situated upon Throzg's Toint at the junction
of the Xast River and Long Island Sound.

"Reservation purchased in 1826, work was begun on fort in
1832 and it was considered ready for armement in 18b56. The neck
of the verninsula was the site of the HcDougall genersl hospital
during the late war. Ihe nenrinsula is a narrow strip of ground
nearly a half mile wide with an averasge =levaticn above the water
of 25 feet, including an area of 52 acres.
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"Phe Fort is on the outer end of the penninsula andg is a 73T é%‘“45;
regular casemated structure of GNEISS. 30

"The guarters for the troops are the finished and closed
casemates upon the land side of the fort. ‘The rooms are eight
in number and in two tiers. The lower rooma measure 47 feet
6 inches by 18 feet and the upper ones 45 feet by 18 feet 6
inches, the height of each averaging about 12 feet. ZFach room
has two large fireplaces, but to warm them proverly in severe
winter weather i1 was necessary to resort to stoves. Fach room
has three windows in the rear, two windows and & door in front
and at the end of the room, over the windows and the doors an
opening for ventilation 2 feet by 1% feet closing with a shutter.
The average air sopace per man is about 587 cubic feet. They are
filled up with single bunks consisting of iron head and foot
support with a wooden bhottom.

"Within 30 feet of the quarters is a shed over a well and
pump fitted up as a wash room for the use of the enlisted men.
Tnere is no bath room connected with the quarters, and in summer
the men bathed . in the sea. The privies for the men's use are in
a flagged yard, enclogsed from the parade, in front of and about
35 feet from the barracks. The kitchens and mess rooms are in
wooden buildings outside the fort. '

*Quarters for laundresses and married scldiers are in s one~
gtory frame building near the mainland and divided into 24 rooms
intended for 12 sets of guarters. The larser portion of the
rooms avallable at this post for officers guarters are in the
land side line of casements south of the main entrance. These
casements, siikilar in size to those occupied by the men, have
been plastered and divided by halls and mwmrtitions into rooums
everaging 167 by 184 feet. A wide veranda communicating with
the lowser floor by iron stairways runs slong the front of the
second story. The lowsr floors ars damp in summer, In front
of the court yard is laid out garden plots with greensward and
gome trees. The sinks are in the front yard like those of the
enlisted men., There are aisc four plastered rooms available for
ofticers use in a one story brick tin roofed building near the
government wharf.

"The quarters of the post surgeon are three small rocoms and
a kitchen in a temporary building near the hospital. ‘here are
no bath rooms connected with the officer's quarters as their
water suwuply is by wooden carts and barrels.

"The guardhouse is in a casemate by the sallyport. The
guard Toom measures 8 by 36 feet, the prison is 285 by 24%, and
the heignt of each is 12 feet, Lach rToom has a ventilating tube
passing thru the masonry of the ceiling and they are sufficiently

lighted and dry.
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"The water supsly of the nest is by wells. The quantity
is ample and the guality usually good. The natural drainage is
gxcellent., A sewer under the fort comnected with a large
reservoir which is filled at high tide, from which the water
¢an be let off as reguired to flush the sinks ete.

"Company, officers' and hospital gardeus are cultivated and

produce a large quantity of veretables.

"Huring the warm westher the men are encouraged to bathe
frequently in the salt water and a convenilent place is zet apart
for their use. There is no orovision for bathing in the winter
except when admitted to the hospital.

*The gsanitsry condition of the fort is good and no diseases
¢can be sald to prevall.”

¥ilitary Reservations, stc.
Titles, Jurisdiction, ete.
Revised edition, 1910, by Lewis W. Call.

¥ort Schuyler

The deed as follows:

l.

Deed from Fm. Bayard et al dated July 26, 182&, conveying L2
acres of land.

Deed from Chas. !, Hemmond and Thos. Beoldon, makers in chancery,
dated Augugt 25, 1828, conveying said land.

Deed of releasse from H., LeRoy et al., puardians ete., dated
November 14, 1828, cenveying said tract.

Deed from H. ILeRoy et al dated April 10, 1837, coaveying right
of way from Weat Chester to YWhite Sitone Ferry. :

Deed from Geo. EBdwards and wife et al dated April G, 1437,
conveying right of way from VWestchester to Fhite Stone Terry.

eed from Thos. . Newbold dated Anril 10, 1837, conveying the
right of way from destchester to “White 3Ztone Ferry.

Gritten June 29, 1934, by

Justin D. Sraves,
145 Esst 28nd Street,
New York City.

Fdited April 23, 1930.
HARS National Headgquariers.

Sowreiand 1736 W F.
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